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*Whenever suitable, the abbreviation of “PEM”
will be used in place of the full text of “Peninsular
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT:

“Follow e”

Christ’s method alone will give true success in
reaching the people. The Saviour mingled with men
as one who desired their good. He showed His sym-
pathy for them, ministered to their needs, and won
their confidence. Then He bade them, “Follow Me.”
(Ministry of Healing pp. 143)

‘From that time Jesus began to preach and to
say, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand”
And Jesus, walking by the Sea of Galilee, saw two
brothers, Simon called Peter, and Andrew his brother,
casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen.
Then He said to them, “Follow Me, and I will make
you fishers of men?” They immediately left their nets
and followed Him. (Matthew 4:17-20)

At first glance, it seemed easy for Jesus Christ
to call people to follow Him. As we carefully read the
four gospel records, we notice that Jesus had already
been seen on the public stage for some time. When he
appeared by the banks of the Jordan River, John the
Baptist announced with a clear and loud voice that He
was the Lamb of God. Then He went to the wilder-
ness for forty days. During that period of time, the
Israelites talked much about Him being introduced as
the Lamb of God. After the forty days in the wilder-
ness, Jesus Christ went back to Judea and Galilee to
proclaim the gospel. One day, as Jesus walked by the
Lake Galilee, He noticed Peter and Andrew busy with
their family business. He made the call to them to
follow Him and they did.

Pastor Leong Fai,
President, Peninsular Malaysia Mission

-
{/ iw )
h

\ /’“-f It ?7

The instantaneous response from Peter and
Andrew was not an emotional act. Since the day John
the Baptist introduced Jesus as the Lamb of God, they
had been observing and discussing Him. The more
they talked about Him, the more their hearts were
drawn closer to Him. They were charmed by His
humble yet dignified appearance and loving person-
ality. So when Jesus made that call to follow Him,
they couldn’t resist following.

As the followers of Jesus Christ, Adventists
should imitate Him by mingling with the community
and desiring to serve them in whatever way we can
for their good. Let our genuine lovingkindness man-
ifest through our words and deeds in our daily life.
When the time is right, we can invite them to follow
Jesus. Their hearts will be ready to respond because
we have won their confidence.

This is the time for our churches in Peninsular
Malaysia to further engage with the communities
through health programs, by providing better family
programs, sharing basic life skills such as first aid,
cooking or sewing. We can also adopt certain sec-
tions of the town or city to ensure its cleanliness for a
certain period of time or even build certain facilities
for the benefit of the community. This shows our care
through our actions.

“Then Jesus went about all the cities and villag-
es, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel
of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every
disease among the people’ (Matthew 9:35) Let us fol-
low the footsteps of Jesus Christ, bringing the eternal
gospel to all the towns and villages with our caring
and healing ministries.
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EDITORIAL REMARKS:
From the Editor’s Desk

Bade Them pi1101 Me

he last time I saw my friend was when she

was getting married some 7 years ago. In the

years that passed I've only seen pictures of
her baby girl. And standing before me that evening
was a vibrant five-year-old girl who I wanted to
ensure would be interested in Jesus. In my own way, I
wanted to bid her to follow Christ. She was so playful
with her aunties and uncles, I thought it would be
easy to win her over. I tried talking to her, letting her
play with my handphone, trying to win her confi-
dence, but in that short time I could not, and thus I
could not bid her to follow Jesus.

How different was Christ’s method. The para-
graph right after the famous quotation reads, “There
is need of coming close to the people by personal ef-
fort. If less time were given to sermonizing, and more
time were spent in personal ministry, greater results
would be seen. The poor are to be relieved, the sick
cared for, the sorrowing and the bereaved comforted,
the ignorant instructed, the inexperienced counse-
led. We are to weep with those that weep, and rejoice
with those that rejoice. Accompanied by the power of
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persuasion, the power of prayer, the power of the love
of God, this work will not, cannot, be without fruit”
(Ministry of Healing 143.4)

In our various ministries, we may sometimes
feel apprehensive knowing that the ‘Great Contro-
versy’ is real in every life. Some get discouraged and
often times are skeptical to put in all their effort into
ministry, at times unsure if it would bear fruit.

Yet the above passage is a reassurance that
when the sorrows and joys of those we want to win
are as real to us as it is to them, and when we use the
power of persuasion, the power of prayer and the
power of the love of God, the work of bidding others
to follow Jesus, is a work that will not and cannot be
without fruit.

As you read this issue of Vision, try to see how
the various churches have bidden others to follow
Christ after they have won their confidence. See
if such can be applied to your community so that
‘When we wake with the blest in the mansions of rest,
there will be stars on our crown as we have bidden
others to follow Jesus. ®
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COVER STORY

By PASTOR TAN MENG CHENG

uring His short sojourn on earth, slightly
D more than three decades, He did not write

any rulebook for His people. Instead He
said, “Follow me”. They were the two most power-
ful words that He had ever uttered. Today, many

around the globe have responded to Him and have
become His faithful followers.

6 | VISION | Issue 54 Dec 2017

What does it means to be a follower of Jesus?
If we can better understand this invitation by Jesus,

and respond to His call in the right way, then our ex-
ample will attract others to Jesus instead of repelling

people from drawing near to him.

As a Follower of Christ

“Then He said to them all, “If anyone desires
to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up
his cross daily, and follow Me. (Luke 9:23) Indeed,
many people have difficulty deciding which way to
go. They try to hold on to God with one hand and
Satan (the world) with the other. Elijah appealed to

the people, “And Elijah came to all the people,
and said, “How long will you falter between two
opinions? If the Lord is God, follow Him; but if
Baal, follow him” (1 Kings 18:21) Like the people
in the Old Testament time, many today are still
hesitant and unsure.

We Need to Have Definite Decision

But when Jesus says, “If any man will come
after me.. ., it means he gives us the freedom to
choose. Based on our previous studies on page
143 of the Ministry of Healing about Christ’s
method of reaching the people, before Jesus invit-
ed someone to follow Him, He first mingled with
the crowd, got to know them, looked for opportu-
nity to serve their needs and gained their confi-
dence before bidding them to follow Him. He did
all the good work not for any selfish motive but
out of His love and compassion to sinners.

God expects us to respond to His love
willingly. It cannot be forced. However, we must
all decide. It must be a definite decision, firm in
our commitment to Christ, leaving no bridge
unburned which would facilitate turning back.

If others can see the firmness in our decision in
following Christ, perhaps, after following all the
steps of evangelism in page 143 of the Ministry of
Healing, others will be interested to know more
about the God we follow.

We Need to Have Daring Discipline

In chapter 9 verse 23, Luke continues to
say, “..let him deny himself...” Many people are
self-indulgent. They fail to practice self-denial and
restraint. By contrast, “the Lord regarded with ap-
proval the firmness and self-denial of the Hebrew
youth, ...and His blessing attended them.” (CSA,
55.2) If we can follow the example of Daniel, God
will be able to use us mightily for witnessing too.
Daniel clung to God with unwavering trust and
followed the health principles and laws of God.
Therefore God blessed him with knowledge and
wisdom, and the ability to unlock the mysteries of
the future - the gift/spirit of prophecy. The king
trusted Daniel. If we, Seventh-day Adventists,
imitate Daniel, showing daring discipline in our
lifestyle, to abstain entirely from everything hurt-
ful, and to use judiciously that which is healthful,
the world will marvel at us and want to know the
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health reform message.

“Blessed is the man who endures temptation;
for when he had been approved, he will receive the
crown of life which the Lord has promised to those
who love Him,” (James 1:12) We must set rules (good
rules outlined in the Bible) and limits for ourselves
so that we will not disobey God. Jesus is our ultimate
pattern. He did only those things that pleased God.
He dared to be different for God’s sake and only to
glorify God. We need to do the same.

We Need to Have Daily Devotion

“And take up his cross daily...” (Luke 9: 23)
The “cross” is a symbol of sacrifice, self-denial and
love. People follow Jesus because of his selfless and
humble service, unmeasurable and unconditional
love. In the book Steps to Christ, the author writes,
“The Savior’s life on earth was not a life of ease and
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devotion to Himself, but He toiled with persistent,
earnest, untiring effort for the salvation of lost
mankind. From the manger to Calvary He followed
the path of self-denial and sought not to be released
from arduous tasks, painful travels and exhausting
care and labor. He said, “The Son of man came not to
be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give His
life a ransom for many’ (Matthew 20:28) This was the
one great object of His life. Everything else was sec-
ondary and subservient. It was His meat and drink
to do the will of God and to finish His work. Self and
self-interest had no part in His labor” (SC, 78.1)
Therefore, we should be diligent in our devo-
tion to God in contrast to many people who are de-
voted to selfish interests. As God’s followers, we must
devote ourselves totally, without reservation, for His
service. Let us spend time to read God’s Word, pray

without ceasing, and witness whenever we have the
opportunity. There is power in this kind of life lived
not to self but for the glory of God. “But seek first the
kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these
things shall be added to you,” (Matthew 6:33) Jesus
appeals to the candidates for heaven.

The Greatest Invitation

“Follow Me”, Jesus invites everyone! However,
many fail in their quest for victory over self. For
example, the young rich ruler (Matthew 19: 16-22;
Mark 10: 17-22; Luke 18:18-23) failed. Nonetheless,
we need not repeat his mistake. We must have the
courage to reject the wrong and take our stand for
the right. Someone said, “Wrong is wrong even if
everyone is doing it. Right is right even if no one
is doing it” Do you have the courage to respond to
Jesus’ invitation - “Follow Me”?

“The greatest want of the world is the want of
men - men who will not be bought or sold, men who
in their inmost souls are true and honest, men who
do not fear to call sin by its right name, men who
conscience is as true to duty as the needle to the pole,
men who will stand for the right though the heavens
fall” (Education, 57) We need to do the right things.
“Follow Jesus” is never wrong. He is “the way, the
truth and the life” (John 14:6)

If we have more people, especially Seventh-day
Adventist Christians who come after Jesus Christ,
deny self and take up the cross daily, and follow
Christ’s method alone (MH, 143), we will see more
success stories in our outreach efforts.

Can we do that together? Paul says, “I can do
all things through Christ which strengtheneth me”
(Philippians 4:13)

Yes, it is possible. ®
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Lamentations s esioxmcos om

who attend church today want to hear the pros-

perity message being preached from the pulpit.
They want to hear the good news that they will
receive more blessings and benefits from God before
leaving the church for the week. They want to know
that everything is going to be good and well for them
and their family.

Unfortunately, that is not always the reality.
Natural disasters like tsunamis, earthquakes or other
unfortunate events do happen and they affect the
lives of our church members. These tragedies, when
they become real to us and to those whom we love,
shake us and our faith is very soon put to the test.

What do we do when this happens? This is
where the book of Lamentations and how the Jewish
nation related to it can help us.

Lamentations is one of the ‘Megillot” or the
five scrolls as classified by the Jews. The other books

I t is so interesting to know that many Christians
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are Esther, Songs of Songs, Ruth and Ecclesiastes.
The author for the book of Lamentations is prophet
Jeremiah who painfully went through captivity with
the Jewish nation.

It is the only book in the entire Bible which will
start with the word ‘Ekah’ which means “Alas,” “Oh,”
a phrase the Israelites use in funeral dirges as part
of their chant for the deceased. The Greek word is
‘Threnos’ meaning lament.

Starting in 586 BC, (almost 2,500 years now)
since the destruction of Jerusalem by the Babylonian
empire up till now, the Jews read this book at the
Wailing Wall in Jerusalem. Every year in June for the
whole month, they read, they cry and they submit
themselves to God’s will and His teaching.

Lamentations has five chapters but Lamen-
tations 5:22, the last verse, does not give a good
ending. So when the Jews reach Lamentations 5:22,
they will repeat verse 21 to mark the completion of

the reading and start again from verse 1 of chapter 1.

Why do the Jews do this? As they look back at
their history, this was the seventy-year period that
God seemingly did not hear their prayers. Reading
through the Old Testament, you will see that usual-
ly when the Jewish nation cried to God, He would
forgive them and rescue them from harm, danger and
from their enemy. But once there was peace and safe-
ty, they often forgot God and went back again to their
sinful life of idolatry. So this time as usual, they cried
and pleaded for God’s redemption. But this time, God
did not seem to respond to them.

The Creator of this world loves His people very
much. In spite of His wrath at their wicked ways, He
would change His mind at their cry of agony. Yet at
the same time, He also wants them to make a firm
stand in their repentance and be the people that He
intends for them to be, a blessing the those around
them. It seemed as though as He turned His face away
from the Jewish nation.

The Jews then understood an important lesson
in their lives. In those seventy years, they saw what

would happen to them if God was not on their side.
They experienced what it meant to have no protection
from God. They felt the losses in their life and the
privileges missed because of their sin.

Throughout the book of Lamentations, in all
these five chapters we read about their misery, agony
and pain. Yet in spite of that, they still had hope,
which was shared in Lamentation 3:21-24. And the
encouragement is for us too.

So why does the Jewish nation continue to read
this book every year? They want to remind them-
selves of what will happen when they choose to go
against God’s will. It also reminds them that even
though they are going through the toughest of times,
they know that there is always hope when they turn
to God.

True enough, after the Jewish nation returned
from Babylon, they never went back to idol worship
any more.

Lamentation 3:40, “Let us search out and exam-
ine our ways, And turn back to the Lord;”, while there
is still hope in Him. [}

}
I
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HEALTH TIPS

faith, beliefs, and hope are important in the
recovery process, in addition to avoid illness,
and most remarkably - to live longer. Faith, built
through a regular and daily connection with
Him through the study of His Word and prayers
will help us through the toughest times in our
lives, be it physical, mental, social or spiritual
battles.

TRUST and HEALTH

The opposite of trust is not doubt but wor-
ry, and it is always draining. Jesus said ..I say
to you, do not worry about your life, what you
will eat or what you will drink; nor about your
body, what you will put on. Is not life more than
food and the body more than
clothing? ...But seek first the
kingdom of God and His right-
eousness, and all these things

HEALTHY RECIPE

Sesame Candy Bars

Ingredients:
100g White sesame seeds = Refined sugar hinders the
150g Black sesame seeds absorption of vitamins and min-

erals, including vitamin C and
100g Cashew nuts magnesium. It compromises our
Y2 cup Honey

immunity, reducing its ability to

shall be added to you. Therefore
do not worry about tomorrow,
for tomorrow will worry about
its own things. Sufficient for the
day is its own trouble” (Mat-
thew 6:25, 33-34)

Faith is never blind. “God

never asks us to believe, with- Ya tsp Salt function by up to 50%! /
out giving sufficient evidence Method: ,
upon which to base our faith. 1. Stir-fry white and black sesame seeds in a

& DARREL WAH

I n this article, we will explore how our relation-
ship with God affects our health and vice-versa.
A wise proverb once said, “The most expensive
thing in the world today is TRUST. It can take years
to earn it but only a matter of seconds to lose” No
matter how good a repair is, the cracks will always
remind a person of the pain, which results in the dig-
ging up of the past each time there is an argument.

Our Relationship with God
Our heavenly Father is ever waiting to have a

12 | VISION | Issue 54 Dec 2017

close relationship with us. But our sins, our iniquities
have separated us from God. (Isaiah 59:2) When
separated from God, when not looking up towards
God, we start looking at ourselves and own prefer-
ences and wants.

God wants to transfer and re-create us into His
image and He cannot do that without our consent,
without us trusting in Him. And we cannot build
that trust in Him unless we spend time with Him
and get to know Him.

There is a strong relationship between spirit-
uality and physical healing. Studies have shown that

d His existence, His character, the

truthfulness of His Word, are all established by

the testimony that appeals to our reason... yet
God has never removed the possibility of doubt.
Our faith must rest upon evidence, not demon-
stration. Those who wish to doubt will have op-
portunity; while those who really desire to know
the truth will find plenty of evidence upon which
to rest their faith” (Steps to Christ, page 105)

There is a link between trust and well-
ness. Looking back at the woman in Matthew
9:21, we see evidence where a woman’s faith
healed her. She trusted in the miracle working
Savior and that trust received gave her healing.

Is that not proof that we can trust in the
principles of the Bible to make the right choices
for a healthier lifestyle? Proof that even when we
don’t understand, we can “trust in the Lord with
all our heart and lean not on our own under-
standing”(Proverbs 3:5) H

non-stick pan till brownish.

. Place honey and salt in another small pot;

cook until bubbles appear.

. Place the white and black sesame seeds

together with the cashew nuts into the pot.
Stir and mix thoroughly until the mixture
becomes a thick paste.

. Place the sesame mixture onto tracing

paper, cover the mixture with another
tracing paper (18’x10°)

. Use a roller to firmly roll, flatten and shape

the paste.

. Cut into small pieces before it becomes

cold and hard.

. Keep the sesame bars in an air-tight con-

tainer.

Recipe courtesy of:

e

AENON

[HE HEALTH KITCHEN

1, Jalan 4/93, Taman Miharja, 55200 Kuala Lumpur +60 3-9201 0972



OUTREACH STRATEGIES

PEM

Publishing Ministries Department

Be Strong
and of

to go over the Jordan River and bring the Israelites

into the promised land. But first, they had to conquer

the city of Jericho. Only then would they take the
whole land. At that time Joshua was still young when
he was appointed Moses’s assistant and it was not
easy for him to manage the people of Israel.

I can understand very well how

Joshua felt when God commanded him.
O O O u r age God knew Joshua’s concern but He also

by JASNAH MAKIRIM

Literature Evangelist (LE), it never crossed

my mind to be a publishing leader. The only
thing I knew was knocking on doors every day and
bringing health and spiritual books to the people.
My mother encouraged me to be a LE because she
was also as a LE at that time. In my third year as a
LE in Sabah, I received a call from the Civil Service
Department of Malaysia informing me that my
application to be a preschool teacher had been ap-
proved. My father was happy but I felt sad because
Iloved my work as a Literature Evangelist. So I
prayed and fasted and asked the Lord to guide me.
I asked Him whether I should stay in the ministry
or leave? God answered me and said I was to stay,
so here I am.

I am the eldest of nine siblings and eight of us
are in the Literature Ministry, either as part-time
LEs or full-time LEs. My husband was working in
the army, but he too joined me in this ministry. We
are blessed with two children.

I started as a full-time LE and by 2007, I
was asked to be the Assistant Publishing Director
in Sabah and later Sarawak mission. But today, I
have become the Publishing Ministries Director of
Peninsular Malaysia Mission.

The Bible story in Joshua 1:2-9 is very real to
me, being similar to my journey in this ministry. In
verse 2, after Moses died, God commanded Joshua

I n my early years working as a full-time
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knew his ability, that’s why God chose
Joshua to lead the people of Israel to
enter the land. When God commands you to do
His will, be assured that He will give you the same
promises He gave to Moses and Joshua “Every place
that the sole of your foot will tread upon I have given
you, as I said to Moses,” (Joshua 1:3)
In verse 5, “..as I was with Moses, so I will
be with you. I will not leave you nor forsake you”
Continuing on in verse 6, 7 and 9, “Be strong and of
good courage, for to this people you shall divide as

an inheritance the land which I swore to their fathers

to give them. Only be strong and very courageous,
that you may observe to do according to all the law
which Moses My servant commanded you; do not
turn from it to the right hand or to the left, that you
may prosper wherever you go... Have I not com-
manded you? Be strong and of good courage; do not
be afraid, nor be dismayed, for the Lord your God is
with you wherever you go”

He told Joshua not to be afraid or be dismayed
for God would not forsake him. God also command-
ed Joshua to observe and do according to the law
which He gave Moses so they should prosper and
have good success. What wonderful promises God
gives to you and me as we serve the Lord.

What is your understanding about the Publish-
ing Ministry? Every time we mention publishing and
literature evangelists, church members always think
it’s about business and money. It is more than that. It
is more than selling books and earning some money.

The Spirit of Prophecy states, “This work is
equal in importance as to the work of a pastor. The

living preacher and the silent messenger are both
required for the accomplishment for the great work
before us”” (The Review and Herald, April 1, 1880)

Publishing work is ordained by God as a
means of presenting people the light in our books.
Our publications are an important and most prof-
itable line of evangelistic work because our books
can go to places where evangelistic programs
cannot be held. Canvassers should speak of Christ’s
love. Often doctrinal subject are presented with
no special effect. For men expect others to press
upon them their doctrines but when we present
the matchless love of Christ, His grace impresses
the heart.

I want to share my vision in PEM for the
Publishing Ministries Department this coming
year. Elder Eugene Prewitt has done much and
we are blessed by the effort he took to make a
strong student literature evangelist program in this
Mission. This program should continue. We need
to continue to recruit more students as literature
evangelists as this is the way to educate our young
people and involve them in ministry.

At the same time, I need to recruit full-time
LEs. I understand that most of our full-time LEs
in this Mission are now retired or planning to do
so. We have but a few faithfully ministering in

the field. 'm planning to have six full-time LEs by
the end of 2020. These six full-time LEs are to be

trained to become professional LEs, in the science of
soul-winning and the art of selling.

Even for the part-time literature evangelists, I
pray that you will not just do this when you are free
or have nothing to do, but that you will be active part
-time LEs, sending your reports every month as a
means to encourage one another.

All the LEs will then need to attend three levels
of LMS (Literature Ministry Seminary) training; In-
troductory, Basic and Intermediate level, so that they
can graduate and reach a higher level of canvassing.
This training is very important. It will help the liter-
ature evangelists to understand the ministry of a LE
and instil faithfulness in them.

For the purpose of reaching outsiders, we want
all our church members get involved in this ministry.
We are told, “At the very start of the publishing work,
the prophet said that church members were to SELL
or GIVE AWAY literature” (Manuscript 126, 1902)

Therefore I appeal to every church have their
own local church publishing coordinator. This
publishing work can work together with the other
departments so that every time your church organiz-
es a program, the coordinator will arrange for tracts
or booklets to give away. W
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MISSION SPOTLIGHT

80% reside in Peninsular Malaysia. From this
figure, close to 30% reside in the cities and
urban areas. And yet, Peninsular Malaysia Mission’s

weekly attendance average comes up to 3,600 per
week. We have really come short of our Gospel
Commission, “to make disciples of ALL nations”.
What can we do to reach the people? How can we be
active seven days a week in our community instead
of just on the seventh day?

Adventist Missions Director, Gary Krause,
recently shared about the Life Hope Center concept
and the reason behind the Mission to the Cities
initiative which the General Conference has been
emphasizing.

He shares that the emphasis is in the cities
simply because “most people in the world now
live in cities. More than a hundred years ago, Ellen
White said that the church had neglected the cities”
He further added that “Life Hope Center is the name
given to centers of influence that we hope to see in
cities all over the world. It’s a concept that comes
from Ellen White, who had a vision to “establish in
all our cities small plants which shall be centers of
influence”. The idea is simple—start wholistic min-
istry centers in urban areas to connect the church
to meet the needs in the community. Ellen White
envisaged centers including things such as lifestyle
education, treatment rooms, bookstores or reading
rooms, restaurants, the literature ministry, lectures,
and instructions on preparing wholesome food.

Today’s Life Hope Centers will look different
and offer different services and ministries in the
various places, but the principle remains the same—
to connect with people’s needs. In doing this, theyre
modelling the approach of Jesus, which Ellen White
summarizes, “The Saviour mingled among people
as One who desired their good, He showed sympa-
thy, He ministered to people’s needs, He won their
confidence and bade them “Follow Me.” Something
the Vision magazine has been talking about for the
whole of 2017.

I n our country, out of 31 million people, about
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Do we have such centers in Malaysia? We
actually do. When doctors open their own clinics
and reach out to their patients and care for them
beyond the normal doctor-patient relationship,
they are being a center of influence. When teachers
have extra classes in their homes for the weaker
students, impacting their life beyond the classroom,
it is a center of influence. When we open business or
shops with the intention of meeting the needs of the
community so that we can bid them follow Jesus, we
are opening a center of influence.

In Peninsular Malaysia Mission, we have had
many centers through the years. Among some ex-
amples would be the English Tuition Center by Alor
Setar, Aenon Health Care in Negeri Sembilan, Hope
Mission Home in Perak, Retirement Home in Mel-
aka, our Kindergartens in Pontian, Muar, Kuantan
and Ipoh. We also have Greenlane Life Hope Center
in Penang, Aenon Health Kitchen in Cheras and
more recently the Sungai Ara Adventist Community
Center in Penang and now Kulai Adventist Commu-
nity Center in Johor.

But we can do more. The Chinese Adventists
in the Indonesian capital of Jakarta have established
the CMC-Jakarta in four Jakarta suburbs. Their
church members are getting involved, following the
principles of Total Member Involvement (TMI).
They have set up Club Sehat, a health food store in
Bandung. Local church members come to support
the regular meetings organized for customers who
have a deeper interest in how to live a quality life.
This Life Hope Center provides a safe place where
locals can join in light conversations or intentional
discussions over specific topics which they can then
apply in their lives.

Says Gary Krause, “We want every center to
have a plan to connect people in the community to
Adventist small groups and urban church planting
initiatives. This is key. We're not talking about just
setting up more social service centers, as important
as they are. Our care for the community is never
conditional on people becoming Adventists—we’ll
still mingle, show sympathy, and minister to needs
even if people never show any interest in our
beliefs. But it’s our goal to lead people to Jesus and
to become baptized members of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church?”

https://missiontothecities.org/life-hope-centers
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MISSION SPOTLIGHT

Similarly in Peninsular Malaysia Mission,
the Executive Committee has set up guidelines on
how to establish more center of influences around
the Mission.

If you or your church would like to set up a
similar center, here are simple steps of what needs
to be done just to start up. For complete details
please contact coi@adventist.org.my.

1) Local church boards are to recommend appli-
cations to the church business meeting.

2) Applications are voted at the church business
meeting can be submitted to the Executive
Committee for approval.

3) Applications should consist of a written busi-
ness plan (objectives, strategies, sales, mar-
keting, financial forecasts, required start-up)
together with the outreach plan.

4) Plans made should aim to achieve financial
self-sustainability within 3 years of implemen-
tation.

5) Plans must be in compliance with the beliefs
of the Seventh-day Adventist Church and laws
and regulations of the country.

6) Plans must be led out by 1 or 2 co-leaders to
ensure accountability to the Executive Com-
mittee. A working committee is also required
to ensure continuity.*

7) Plans should show that the center will be in
operation 5 days a week. Sample of activities to
be included in the plan.

8) Quarterly report is to be submitted to the Mis-

sion Administrative Committee before the 10 of

January/April/July/October.

9) Subsidy of 50% up to a maximum of
RM150,000.00, for start-up may be considered
by the Executive Committee.

10) Quarterly subsidy for operation will be reim-
bursed by Treasury within a month of receipt
of the quarterly report.

11) Each plan will be evaluated by July each year
with the following criteria:

a) Sustainability of the business
i) Is the business able to sustain its opera-
tions
ii) Is the business a going concern

b) Growth in terms of outreach of the plan
i) Number of contacts generated
ii) Number of returning interests (number
to be determined by local church)
iii) Number of Bible Study candidates
iv) Number of baptized members

* It is advisable for the working committee to form
a legal entity for the running of the business.
Working committee members should consists of
Seventh-day Adventist in good and regular stand-

ing with the church to safeguard the interests of the

church in its influence towards the surrounding
community. W
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HIRING

Penang Adventist Hospital, a Malaysian Society for Quality in Health (MSQH)
accredited hospital and the first hospital in Malaysia to be accredited by the Joint
Commission International (JCI) invites application for the following vacancies:-

Home Dean
Responsibilities:
* To coordinate and oversee the welfare and living conditions of the
occupants.
* To he responsible for the well being of the nursing students in the dormitory
- physically, psychosocially, emotionally and spiritually.

Requirements:

» Bachelor's Degree/Post Graduate Diploma/Professional Degree in
Psychology or equivalent.

» Good inter-personal skills

« Effective communication techniques

» Experience in "people-oriented” work. Require firmness, consistency,
kindness and good judgement.

Interested candidates are invited to walk-in to submit application OR e-mail
recruit@pah.com.my OR write to Human Resource Manager

Contact HR Department +(604) 2261566 ext 246,247, 248

PENANG ADVENTIST HOSPITAL HZ8R

Operaled by Adventis! Hospital & Clinie Services (M) (255607-M) Aj_\(‘ \-I"l

465, Jalan Burma, 10350 Penang, Malaysia 'T I.‘ o ]5
Tal: (+604) 222 7200 LoCall: 1-300-88-4325 Fax: (+604) 228 0443

E-mail: enquirn@pah.com.my  Website: www.pah.com.my  Facebook: fb.com/pahpg

Recommended Books

AUTHOR: A_'l’lld ?111
Celedonio Garcia - Pozuelo Ramos N,_-l I,U.I E
.

DESCRIPTION:

This book shows some of nature’s magnificent teachings, so that children
and even adults can come to understsand, appreciate and respect it to a
greater extent. It also features numerous experiments to carry out at home
and short moral lessons for children. Over 90 pages, the author reveals proof
that nature possesses all the attributes of a phenomenon from a creationary
will.

Nature's

Amazing Migrations

TITLE:
Celedonio Garcia - Pozuelo Ramos

DESCRIPTION:

This book offers one of the most extraordinary events that occurs every year in
nature: migration in the animal kingdom. The author, Celedonion Garcia-Pozue-
lo, whose curiosity leads him to study everything that moves and lives, takes
us by the hand into each of the mysteries of of migration, and shows us the
scope of the journeys undertaken by some animals on our planet.

AUTHOR:
Celedonio Garcia - Pozuelo Ramos

DESCRIPTION:

With this book, editor Safeliz and the author give the reader a simple but
rigorous introduction to the universe of insects and other little animals.
Taking a few minutes to observe any of them, whether insects, spiders or
worms, we can begin to understand that they are wonderfully complex,
authentic mini “stars”.

HOME HEALTH EDUCATION SERVICE SDN. BHD. (60498-P)
27, Jalan Permas 10/7, Bandar Baru Permas Jaya, 81750

Masai, Johor Bahru.

Tel: +607 386 8798 Fax: +607 386 9798
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NEWS UPDATES

Teluk Intan SDA Church
Parents’ Day

O n the 22 July 2017, Teluk Intan Indian church Ellen White reminds us, “Society is composed

--------

celebrated Parents’ Day in honor of their sac- of families, and is what the heads of families make it.

rifice as they raise their children for the Lord. Out of the heart are “the issues of life”; and the heart

On this occasion both parents and single parents of the community, of the church, and of the nation is

were remembered for their tireless efforts in building  the household. The well-being of society, the success
Christian homes in this region. From the bottom of ~  of the church, the prosperity of the nation, depend
our heart we extend our gratitude for their love. upon home influences.” (Adventist Home pg.15)

Teluk Intan spa church

Worship at Nature Park
Kuala Woh, Tapah

n 12 August 2017, the Teluk Intan congre- As it is described in Psalms 104:24, 25,
O gation gathered together at a recreational “O LORD, how manifold are Your works!

park at Kuala Woh, Tapah, for fellowship In wisdom You have made them all.
and worship in nature. This is our annual event of The earth is full of Your possessions
worship in nature. This great and wide sea,

Members were mesmerized with beauty of In which are innumerable teeming things,

nature at the site as they viewed the soothing but tu- Living things both small and great”
multuous sound of the gushing waterfall. Members Young and old were filled with awe and won-

took time to breathe the fresh air and relax from
their hectic workload while having fellowship in a
natural environment.

22 | VISION | Issue 54 Dec 2017

der towards God our Creator. The church also took
the opportunity to celebrate the birthday of Dato
John Yeliyah.m
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NEWS UPDATES

26 AUGUST 2017

Utama Beacon

Baptism

esus has given us the great commission in Mat-
thew 28:18-19, “Go therefore and make disciples
of all the nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
teaching them to observe all things that I have com-
manded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to
the end of the age” Amen.

This scripture gives a clear command that we
are to “disciple all nations” It contains a step-by-step
command to reach out to every tongue and creed
throughout the world, to make them followers of Je-
sus Christ, to baptize them and to teach them to obey
all of God’s commandments - not some but all that
had been handed down to us through the scriptures.
Embedded in it is also His promise to be with us till
the end of time.

|
|
|
a1
=
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In Matthew 3:13-16, Jesus himself led the way
for baptism when He came to John the Baptist at the
Jordan river to be baptized by him. When objected
to by John, Jesus answered, “Permit it to be so now,
for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness”

On 26 August 2017, Utama Beacon, a small
group with 17 active members, had the second
baptism this year. This time, bringing another nine
individuals to be part of the worldwide Seventh-day
Adventist church, making it ten baptisms this year.

All heaven and the heavenly host rejoiced on
this blessed day. Even more extraordinary was the
fact that once of the baptism candidates, Alvin, had
three generations being baptized with him. His par-
ents, he himself and his wife and his children were
baptized in one day. The youngest was Angel and the
oldest was granddad Jacob at 76 years old. Joining
them were Nicholas, Logi and May.

Friends and loved ones who attended wel-
comed the newly born to join the fellowship of the
Seventh-day Adventist Church. May the good Lord’s
blessings be with you always.

In spite of our challenges and trials, God has
blessed us, and so we give all thanks, honor and
glory to God alone, who makes all things possible
according to His will and His plan. B
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NEWS UPDATES

Melaka
SDA Church
Baptism

By PASTOR BENJAMIN TUNG

October, 2017, turned out to be a fruitful
1 4 day for the Melaka Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Church as it culminated in the
baptisms of two young men of the church after more
than a year and a half of Bible studies.

It all started in June 2015 when Pastor Benja-
min Tung started Bible studies in English and Bahasa
Malaysia to facilitate both language groups and both
adults and teenagers. The large group was then bro-
ken down into two distinct groups according to their
ages. When the adults relocated, the teenage group
continued.

There were about eight of them and they
ranged from as young as 10 years old to the oldest
being 15 years old. This group was then prepared for
baptism.

This group continued with the intent of bap-
tism in 2017 and this resulted in two fine young men,
McDenver Rangga ak Robert and Maegan Maulder
Maurice, giving their lives to God by accepting Jesus
Christ as their personal Savior.

Their intent was then communicated to the
Mission in late August and they were prepared for
baptism in October. Also at this time, the entrance of
two young Adventist ladies, Christylyn and Natasha,
both Sabahans, studying in MMU, were assigned to
take over the group, which they have been doing till
now with a little assistance from the pastor in their
weekly studies.

On the appointed day, Pastor Renie Ubara was
assigned by the Mission to come to Melaka and con-
duct the aforementioned baptisms. Initially we were
ready to conduct the baptisms by the sea at Tanjung
Puteri but due to assistance from Mr. Alan Neo, Mel-
aka Club was then appointed as the official venue.
More than 25 people including their parents and
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family members were to be witnesses to the baptisms
of these fine young men. Spiritual guardians were
also appointed to the candidates for the duration of
at least a full year.

It is also known that three more candidates

have indicated their intention to give their lives to
God that they will be doing so at the Chinese Lan-
guage Camp at Teluk Batik, Lumut, Perak at the end
of this year.

The Melaka SDA Church and her elders, Elder
Victor Ngo and Dr. Lai Nai Lang would like to regis-
ter their thanks to all who were directly or indirectly
involved for the above baptisms and pray that this
will result in many more baptisms in the years to
come. Plans are already afoot for ten baptisms in
2018. Pray for us that this will be a reality. B

Melaka
SDA Church

Muar Visit

By PASTOR BENJAMIN TUNG &
ELDER VICTOR NGO

r I 1 he church outing for Melaka Church hap-
pened when the church seized the opportuni-
ty during the Deepavali public holiday to visit

Muar. This served two purposes:

1) to let the young people see and know the
sights of Muar Town and

2) to hold a Women Ministry’s healthy vegan
cooking demo.

It would be an eye-opener for the young people
as well as older folks who have never visited Muar
and the Muar SDA Church before.

The outing began with a convoy of nine cars,
ferrying a total of 35 people, gathering at Petron
petrol station near Melaka Sentral and travelling
along the AMJ highway to Muar, a journey of about
45 minutes. The meeting point was the Muar SDA
Church. From there, the Muar team welcomed them
and we visited the Sultan’s Rest House, the District
Office, the Muar High School and Tanjung Emas. At
Tanjung Emas the young people had the opportunity
of riding in a motorised boat up the Muar river, also
known as the Muar River Cruise, seeing the sights
along the way. Many ‘oohs’ and ‘aahs’ were heard as
the children and young people were amazed to be
sitting in an iron-bottomed boat as it chugged its way
up and down the river for 30 minutes.

The whole group then proceeded to a vegetar-
ian restaurant to a sumptuous seven-course meal at
a reasonable price of under RM10 each. After lunch,
the whole group adjourned to the pastor’s house
where the group separated into two, the ladies going
with the pastor’s wife, Janice, and the other group of
young people and men with the Pastor.

The young people were engaged with singing
and sharing and finally joining in a birthday party for
the baptismal candidate, brother Maegan Maulder
Maurice who celebrated his 14th birthday on this

day. The women’s group, under the supervision of
Sister Janice Tung, were taught two vegan dishes
which were inexpensive and easy to make. They were
allowed to take home the finished products plus or-
ganic fruits and vegetables from the pastor’s garden.

The whole group dispersed at about 3 p.m. and
went back to Melaka after an exhausting morning,
with hopefully fond memories of Muar. It is our
hope that this will lead to many more other outings
to other places in the near future. We, the pastor and
Elder Victor Ngo would like to take this opportunity
to thank all those involved that made this outing a
success. i
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AMM Conference 2017

By DR PUA SZE NING

The Right Arm, § 0. 1"t

AMM conference 2017 - “ The Right Arm, March

On!” Truly, this conference would not have such
a success without divine intervention and the many
intercessory prayers from our brothers and sisters in
Christ, for without Him we can do nothing.

132 participants registered for the conference
this year. They came from all across the Asia region
including Malaysia, Singapore, Cambodia, Hong Kong
and Philippines. Among them were doctors, nurses,
paramedics, medical students, health directors, health
leaders, pastors and others who were interested in
medical ministry. We sincerely thank all who had par-
ticipated in this conference. Many of them sacrificed
their time, effort and resources in order to make this
conference memorable.

Our three speakers deeply inspired us through
their messages and personal testimonies. Dr. Peter
Landless, the General Conference Health Director,
gave us a powerful sermon entitled “The March Order”,
where he shared on the importance of the Right Arm,
how to be God’s true Right Arm, and how to prepare
ourselves to be a leader to March On!

Dr. Tim Riesenberger lectured on nutrition, a
healthy lifestyle and pointed us to how great our God
is in medical missionary work. He also highlighted the
amazing healing power of God.

Last but not the least was Dr. Fam, our Malaysian
surgeon who has dedicated his life to God in serv-
ing the poor in Africa. He shared many amazing and
encouraging testimonies. It was most heartwarming to
see how God provided him financially and with man-
power support without fail.

Group discussions were also part of the program.
Great inputs were shared while discussing the chal-
lenges faced in the medical missionary work. Among
challenges shared were:

« The gap between the medical and spiritual
aspects at work

o The lack of resources

o The balance between family life and medical
missionary work

P raise the Lord for the blessings He bestowed upon

e
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Questions and doubts were answered by the
panel at the end of the group discussion. There
was also a suggestion given to the AMM commit-
tee to form a network of contacts among AMM
members to build stronger connections, as well as
coordination for a better use of resources. AMM
was challenged to work harder for the benefit of the
members, and the church as a whole.

The medical outreach program was the high-
light at the end of the conference. The main objec-
tive of this program was to put learning into action.
We “Marched On” by providing health screening,
dental screening and eye checks to the community
at two different locations, namely the Life Hope
Center at Greenlane, and the Adventist Community
Services Center at Sungai Ara. Almost 500 people
in 5 hours! We praise God for bringing the people
to these centers. This is the result of the combined
efforts of our churches in Penang, the hospital and
our AMM participants. What a great experience we
had! Let’s be the real Right Arm, to March On!

We now look forward to your participation in
our 2018 AMM conference in Sarawak! Stay tuned
for more information!

“Medical missionary work is the right hand
of the gospel. It is necessary for the advancement
of the cause of God. As through it men and women
are led to see the importance of right habits of
living, the saving power of the truth will be made
known. Every city is to be entered by workers
trained to do medical missionary work. As the right
hand of the third angel’s message, God’s methods of
treating disease will open doors for the entrance of
present truth.—Testimonies for the Church 7:59”m




OY 2017 started on a Wednesday evening.
A Our team was already geared up and went

early to Penang to prepare the location the
night before. We are overwhelmingly grateful to the
ACNHS Principal and staff members for opening
the venue for us so early and allowing us to use their
halls and classrooms even though their students were
in the midst of exams.

With God’s guidance and advice from mentors,
preparing for AOY this year was much smoother
compared to last year. With the support and guid-
ance from the Peninsular Malaysia Mission leaders
and Southeast Asia Union Mission leaders and most
of all, the lay members of PEM, the working commit-
tee could be found smiling in excitement while in the
rush of setting up and preparation. We praise God
that Pastor Renie Ubara, Youth Ministries Depart-
ment Director of Peninsular Malaysia Mission was
able to make time to give us the welcoming remarks.
We praise God for the leadership of Mission Officers,
Mission Departmental Directors and church pastors
for their presence and guidance.

We also want to thank the AOY community
for their involvement. Having six seminars this year
was more than we've ever had in the past years. It
all started with a suggestion from individuals in
Penang to invite Chad and Fadia Kreuzer to hold a
seminar to combat the ever growing Creation versus
Evolution argument creeping into our Seventh-day
Adventist Church. Through that single suggestion,
many were blessed by a truth that is beginning to be
lost — how amazing our Creator God is. That’s how
most of our other seminars came to be planned -
from simple suggestions from the AOY community.

The community also requested for a seminar
regarding child education. This benefitted the many
young families who came. Though we are called the

32| VISION | Issue 54 Dec 2017

o

Army Of Youth, it should not be mistaken that we
are only for those below 30 years of age. Remember,
compared to Adam and Noah, we are indeed youth.
In fact, in 2018, one of the seminars is on marriage
and the family unit. We hope that this will prove to
be a blessing to many families that come. The other
seminars — “Three Angels’ Messages”, “Sanctuary”,
“Absolute Reliance”, and “Seeking God’s Will” proved
to be a blessing for all age groups, youthful, or expe-
rienced.

It was fitting also to have our theme “Duna-
mis” for the year in light of all the blessings that have
shown the working power of God. We were working
through the volunteers, teams, and individual depart-
ment leaders. Without their tireless commitment and
dedication, AOY would not have been possible.

DUNANM (S

If you were at AOY, you could testify to how
Gem Castor being at our conference was a blessing
that lifted our prayer experience from last year to a
different level this year. Gem has been leading out in
prayer all over the world and recently in the General
Conference Session in the USA. He brought some-
thing we will never forget - the Upper Room experi-
ence. It was an experience similar to that of the disci-
ples in Acts chapter 1, pleading for the outpouring of
the Holy Spirit. Even as I'm writing this, memories are

flooding back of the early morning excitement that
took away any tinge of tiredness. Kneeling, pleading,
crying for the Holy Spirit and Jesus to come again
with like-minded people from many other countries,
it was a glimpse to me of the gospel being spread to
the outermost parts of the world and the work being
finished soon.

Can you imagine that? Having an upper room
experience similar to that of the disciples in Acts.
Isn’t that something to talk about? To see so many
sacrifice sleep and prioritize prayer, coming together
for united prayer. Oh, how it pains my heart to think
that we are close, but not there yet.

That upper room experience brought us one
step closer. It gave us a bigger picture, a bigger look
at the world around us. So many of us are only con-
sumed by our tiny little lives and family, that we fail
to see the world’s burdens - and on that morning, we
heard it, saw it, felt it.

The morning of the upper room experience
made leaving AOY a sad blur for all of us. It made
the plans for AOY 2018 so much sweeter. I remem-
ber smiles and pictures being taken as friends bade
farewell to each other. But above all, I remember tak-
ing one last look at where we knelt in prayer as I left,
the peace and comfort I had as all 300 participants
knelt in a group to sing in united prayer.

I remember as well, the countless people who
stood up for the different appeals made. What was
most memorable for me however, was the final
charge at AOY by Emanuel Baek that invited us all to
be part of the Fellowship of the Unashamed.

AOY 2017 started on 30 August 2017 and
concluded on 3 September 2017, the fifth since 2013.
This year it was held at ACNHS in Penang. In 2018,
we will be in Johor from 29 August 2018 (Wednesday)
to 2 September 2018 (Sunday).

I am part of the “Fellowship of the Unashamed”.
The die has been cast. I have stepped over the line.
The decision has been made. I am a disciple of Jesus
Christ. I won't look back, let up, slow down, back
away, or be still.

My past is redeemed, my present makes sense, and
my future is secure.

I am finished and done with low living, sight
walking, small planning, smooth knees, colourless
dreams, chintzy giving, and dwarfed goals.

I no longer need pre-eminence, prosperity, position,
promotions, plaudits, or popularity. I now live by
presence, lean by faith, love by patience, lift by
prayer, and labour by power.

My pace is set, my gait is fast, my goal is Heaven, my
road is narrow, my way is rough, my companions
few, my Guide reliable, my mission clear.

I cannot be bought, compromised, deterred, lured
away, turned back, diluted, or delayed.

I will not flinch in the face of sacrifice, hesitate in
the presence of adversity, negotiate at the table of the
enemy, ponder at the pool of popularity, or meander
in the maze of mediocrity.

I am a disciple of Jesus Christ. I must go until Heav-
en returns, give until I drop, preach all I know, and
work until He comes.

And when He comes to get His own, He will have no
problem recognizing me. My colours will be clear.

Prayer is the key that moves the arm of God
and allows us to be unashamed of the gospel. These
were the lessons that humbled our entire team, and
led us to reflect on our lives. With that, I would like
to gratefully ask that you keep AOY and SALT in
prayer as students have already started pouring in
when registrations opened recently. m
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NOTICES

HUMAN RESOURCES NEW ASSIGNMENTS

1. PASTORAL ASSIGNMENTS

1. OPENING FOR ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE - Contract Basis o KL English Church - Pastor Evander Stephen (effective 1 October 2017)
Requirements are as follows:
o Able to handle full set of accounts, financial reports, accounts payable and receivables 2. DEPARTMENTAL ASSIGNMENTS
« Proficiency in MS$ Office and knowledge of Sunplus is an added advantage o Publishing Ministries Department Director - Sister Jasnah Makirim (effective 1 November 2017)
« Keen eye for details and is open to change o Office Secretary (Departmental) - Sister Tan Hui Ying (effective 1 November 2017)
2. OPENING FOR ABC MANAGER - Contract Basis 3. SOUTHEAST ASIA UNION MISSION APPOINTMENTS
Requirements are as follows: o President - Pastor Tan Meng Cheng (effective 1 January 2018)

» Manage the handling of a book shop (personnel, managing of inventory, accounts)
« Promote the available books and source for new supplies

UPCOMING EVENTS

Interested candidates for any of the above openings, please email <hr@adventist.org.my> for more details.
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In Commemoration cf His Ministry as
Church Pastor, Ministerial Secretary, President
Pastor Leong Fai

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT:

Pastor Leong Fai,
President, Peninsular Malaysia Mission

His ‘Ministry
astor Leong Fai joined Peninsular Malaysia Mission as
P a pastor on 1 July 1980. Even before he graduated from
Hong Kong Adventist College, he was offered a position
to pastor in Hong Kong. Yet, true to his promise, he refused
the offer and came back to Malaysia with his new bride, Sister
Tam Man Lin.

He started his ministry in Kuala Lumpur Chinese where
the late Pastor Chin Kong Tai and the late Pastor Chan Sing
Chor were retired. Pastor Samuel Money,2 years his senior,
was then pastoring Kuala Lumpur English. In the coming
years, his daughters Chew Yan and Chew Wai were born. He
continued to serve there till December 1984.

In January 1985, he was relocated to Kuantan, Pahang
and served there till December 1986. His borders were en-
larged starting January 1987 when he also pastored Kota Bah-
ru, Kelantan, until December 1989. It was on 26 March 1988,
after 8 years of ministry, that he was ordained as a minister.
While in Kota Bharu he learnt to preach in Hokkien.

In January 1990, he continued to pastor Kota Bharu,
Kelantan and Ipoh, Perak for 1 year. Then in 1990, he focused
on Ipoh, Perak. From 1992 to 1994, he pastored Ipoh and
Taiping, both in Perak. From 1995 to 1996, he focused just in
Ipoh. This was followed by a short stint in Johor before finally
moving to Penang where he pastored from 1997 until June
2004.

Then from July 2004 to December 2005, he served as
the Ministerial Secretary and relocated to Kuala Lumpur.

In January 2006, he became the Mission President until he
retires this 31 December 2017.

Testimonies
Pastor Tan Meng Cheng, executive secretary says,

“Thank you for your leadership in this Mission. The Lord will
remember your sacrifice, your humble and faithful service

in His church and people. Pastor Leong, YOU ARE STILL
WANTED IN PEM!”

Pastor Money, his senior says, “You have done your
VERY BEST according to your conscience during your tenure
of service as the mission president here. Certainly I will miss
you here in PEM!”

His Contribution
During his tenure as a pastor, many have been blessed
as he touched their lives individually. As he moved into the
Administration as the Ministerial Secretary, he always pushed
to flood the Mission with spiritual literature, books like ‘We're
Concerned For You, ‘End Time Countdown, ‘Great Hope),
‘Bible Speaks), “The Passion of Jesus Christ, ‘Win Wellness,

=

‘Beyond Imagination, ‘Health & Wellness’
and ‘Story of Hope, are among the titles.

He was always encouraging people to
join the ministry, whether it was pushing
the young people to study Theology or get-
ting professionals to consider the ministry,
he was always eyeing the opportunity to
find God-fearing people.

He was convicted that if we could
mingle with people in the streets, minister
to them daily, we could win them over for
Christ. So when the opportunity came, he
pushed to start Hope On Wheels so that
members would have an avenue to mingle
with the community.

The above is just a glimpse of what he
has done. Indeed, like Paul, we can say that
he has fought the good fight. B
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT:

Pastor Leong Fai,
President, Peninsular Malaysia Mission
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“Ikutlah i S

/i 4/

Kaedah Kristus sahaja yang akan berjaya dalam
menjangkau manusia. Juruselamat bergaul dengan
manusia sebagai seorang yang mahukan kebaik-
kan untuk mereka. Dia bersimpati dengan mereka,
melayani keperluan mereka dan memenangi keper-
cayaan mereka. Kemudian Dia memanggil mereka,
“Ikutlah saya” (Ministry of Healing muka surat 143)

Yesus pun mula menyampaikan perkhabaran-
Nya, “Bertaubatlah, kerana kerajaan syurga hampir
tiba!” Ketika Yesus berjalan di pinggir Laut Galilea,
Dia ternampak dua orang saudara, iaitu Simon, yang
juga dipanggil Petrus, dan saudaranya Andreas.
Mereka sedang menebarkan jala di danau kerana
mereka nelayan. Yesus berkata kepada mereka, “Tkut-
kan Aku dan Aku akan menjadikan kamu penjala
insan” Dengan serta-merta mereka meninggalkan
jala mereka dan mengikut-Nya. (Matius 4:17-20).

Pada pandangan pertama, ia seakan-akan
senang untuk Yesus Kristus memanggil orang untuk
mengikut-Nya. Tetapi apabila kita membaca 4 Injil
dengan lebih mendalam, kita melihat bahawa Yesus
telah berada di pandangan orang ramai untuk sekian
lama. Sebelum ini, Dia muncul di Sungai Yordan
dimana Yohanes Pembaptis dengan suara lantang,
mengumumkan Dia sebagai Domba Tuhan. Kemudi-
an Dia ke gurun selama 40 hari. Pada masa itu, orang
Israel telah banyak bercakap tentang bagaimana Dia
diperkenalkan sebagai Domba Tuhan. Selepas pen-
galaman 40 hari di gurun, Yesus Kristus kembali ke
Yudea dan Galilea untuk mengkhabarkan Injil. Pada
suatu hari, Yesus berjalan di Laut Galilea, Dia nam-
pak Petrus dan Andreas sibuk dengan perniagaan
keluarga, Dia memangil dua beradik itu dan mereka
mengikut-Nya.

2
aya

Maklum balas segera Petrus dan Andreas
bukanlah tindakan yang mengikut perasaan. Dari
masa Yohanes Pembaptis memperkenalkan Yesus
sebagai Domba Tuhan, mereka telah memerhati-
kan-Nya dan berbincang tentang-Nya. Lebih kerap
mereka bercakap tentang-Nya lebih dekat hati mere-
ka kepada-Nya. Mereka tertawan dengan rasa hormat
terhadap sifat rendah-diri-Nya yang penuh kasih
sayang. Jadi apabila Yesus memanggil mereka untuk
mengikut-Nya, mereka tidak melawan tetapi terus
mengikut-Nya.

Sebagai pengikut Yesus Kristus, kita sepatutnya
mengikut teladan-Nya dimana Dia bergaul dengan
masyarakat dan melayani mereka dalam apa jua cara
demi kebaikkan mereka. Biarkan kasih suci kita di-
tunjukkan melalui kata-kata dan amalan harian kita.
Dan pada masa yang betul, kita boleh menjemput
mereka untuk mengikut Yesus Kristus. Pada masa itu,
mereka akan bersedia kerana kita telah memenangi
kepercayaan mereka.

Oleh itu, inilah masa untuk kita, gereja-gereja
di Semenanjung Malaysia mempergiatkan aktiviti
kesihatan, mempertingkatkan program keluarga,
melebihkan lagi program kembhiran hidup asas
seperti pertolongan kecemasan, memasak atau
menjahit. Kita juga boleh menaja sebahagian pekan
atau bandar dengan menjaga kebersihannya untuk
jangka-masa tertentu atau membina kemudahan asas
demi kebaikan semua. Inilah cara kita mengasihi
melalui perbuatan.

“Demikianlah Yesus berjalan, dari bandar
ke bandar, dari pekan ke pekan. Dia mengajar di
saumaah dan menyampaikan Injil tentang kerajaan
Tuhan-Allah, serta menyembuh semua penyakit
dan kesakitan” Matius 9:35. Marilah kita mengikut
langkah Yesus Kristus, manbawa Injil abadi ke semua
kota dan kampung melalui pelayanan kasih dan
penyembuhan. m
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